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Remarks in a Discussion With Members of the Governing Council in
Naila Village
March 23, 2000

Q. I have a question to ask. There is a
stereotypical image of Indians all over the world
as backward people. You have been in India
for a few days. How would you respond to this?
Do you think we are backward? [Laughter]

The President. No. But what I hope my trip
will do is to help people all over the world
see India in a more complete way. There are
many people here who are poor, but you are
proving that democracy can be used to lift the
poor, can be used to end discrimination against
women and keep children, girls and boys, in
school, and can be used to bring people of dif-
ferent tribes and castes together. That is very
important to me and to my family, my wife,
who has been in Indian villages, and to our
whole administration.

What I think you should know is that the
problems you have here are problems that peo-
ple have faced all over the world. My own coun-
try became independent from the British Em-
pire in the 1780’s, and it was almost 150 years
before women could even vote. It was almost
100 years before the slaves were freed, and
more than another 100 years before they ac-
quired equal rights, African-Americans, under
our laws.

And today, all over the world, there are wars
where people are being killed—in Africa be-
cause they’re of different tribes, in Bosnia and
Kosovo because they were of different tribes
and religions. So if in India you can prove that
people can lift themselves from poverty and,
at the same time, end discrimination against
women and their girl children and learn to work

together across tribal and caste lines because
of democracy, you will give the world the great-
est gift it could have now.

The only other thing I would like to say is,
I believe that the computer will make it happen
more quickly if it is used wisely and put in
every village in this country. And I think that
those of us who would like to be good partners
and to help you must also listen to what you
have said today.

The biggest public health problems, I think,
in India and many other countries throughout
the world are based on the fact that there’s
not enough clean water and too much of the
soil is washing away or blowing away in the
wind.

And the last thing I would like to say is,
I hope you will not lose your enthusiasm and
your spirit when things don’t change as fast as
you would like. I know it is easy to get discour-
aged. I know there is still injustice and unfair-
ness. But what you are doing is astonishing.
And you have a chance to overcome problems
that are still crippling other places in the world
more quickly because you have these institutions
of democracy. You must believe in them and
use them and not give up when you’re frustrated
and cannot succeed in a short time.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in a
meeting room in Naila Village, near Jaipur. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Revised International Plant
Protection Convention With Documentation
March 23, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to acceptance, I transmit
herewith the revised International Plant Protec-
tion Convention (IPPC), adopted at the Con-

ference of the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) of the United Nations at Rome on
November 17, 1997. In accordance with Article
XIII of the existing IPPC, the revised text will
enter into force for all contracting parties 30
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days after acceptance by two-thirds of the con-
tracting parties.

The revisions are designed to bring the IPPC
into line with modern practices and concepts,
and to establish new mechanisms to promote
the development and adoption of international
phytosanitary standards.

It is my hope that the Senate will give prompt
and favorable consideration to this Convention,

and give its advice and consent to acceptance
by the United States, subject to the two pro-
posed understandings set forth in the accom-
panying report, at the earliest possible date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 23, 2000.

Remarks at the Mahavir Trust Hospital in Hyderabad, India
March 24, 2000

Thank you very much. Good morning, Chief
Minister Naidu. Thank you for welcoming me
today to your State and to this magnificent city.
Dr. Aruna, thank you for your remarks and for
your work. Dr. Kolluri, to Ms. Rachel
Chatterjee, the Minister of Health and the other
ministers of the Government that are here; to
the staff of the Mahavir Trust Hospital, I thank
you all for your dedication and for making me
and our American delegation so welcome.

I am honored to be joined today by my
daughter, by the American Ambassador to India,
Mr. Celeste, and his wife, Jacqueline Lundquist;
by the Secretary of Commerce, Bill Daley, and
the Administrator of our Agency for Inter-
national Development, Brady Anderson; and by
six distinguished Members of our Congress:
Congressman Gary Ackerman and Representa-
tive Nita Lowey from New York; Congressman
Jim McDermott from Washington; Congressman
Ed Royce from California; Congressman Sheila
Jackson Lee from Texas; and Representative Jan
Schakowsky from Illinois. We are delighted to
be here, and we are very interested in what
you are doing, and impressed. And we thank
you.

We come today to celebrate a success story
and to join with you in meeting a new challenge.
As Dr. Aruna said, the success story is the vir-
tual complete eradication of polio from the face
of the Earth. In 1987, India reported 27,000
cases of this crippling disease. Today, only 1,000
Indians are afflicted, and as you have just heard,
there are no reported new cases this year.

India has collaborated in this effort with Ro-
tary International, with the Gates Foundation,
with UNICEF, the World Health Organization,

and with the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, or AID.

I would like to say just a special word of
appreciation to our Agency for International De-
velopment. It has meant a great deal to Amer-
ica’s partnership on a very human level with
people all across the world and especially here
in India. It has guided our efforts to fight dis-
eases that threaten children, to launch the
Green Revolution that helped India achieve self-
sufficiency in agriculture, and even more, to
provide education, so that parents in India and
throughout the world can determine the size
of their families and keep their children in
school, and to support great Indian universities
like IIT.

Now, we believe that USAID will be just as
critical and just as active as India and the United
States embark on a dynamic new partnership,
as we face new challenges like developing the
sources of clean energy, bringing the Internet
to rural India so all its children can reach out
to the world.

So I’d like to say a special word of thanks
today to our AID Administrator, Brady Ander-
son, and B.A. Rudolph and the other members
of the AID team who are here. They are de-
voted to the cause of India, and I thank them
for their work.

I would also like to acknowledge, though, that
on this polio eradication effort, the vast majority
of the funding division and the work has come
from India. And the whole world admires greatly
what you have achieved.

Now, for the challenge. Today is World Tu-
berculosis Day. It marks the day the bacteria
which causes TB was discovered 118 years ago.
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